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GOING,  GOING.  GONE  \  ^  ^ / 
Sales  at  the  San  Angel o  Raja  Sale,  the  best  bar ometer  "5T™"t he  seventh  annual 
v    Hew  Mexico  Ram  Sale,  indicate  that  Hew  Mexico  sheepmen  are  going  to  pick  up  some 
fine  bargains  Saturday. 

According  to  Ivan  Y.at son,  manager  of  the  sale,  average  prices  at  both  the 
\    California  and  San  Angelo  sales  were  very  low  this  year.     " That  means  that  sheepmen 
who  miss  our  sale  this  year  will  probably  also  miss  an  opportunity  to  buy  good 
foundation  stock  at  reasonable  prices," 
f  •  HES.1I  III  LI  ANNOUNCES  API-ROVED  AGENCIES  FOR  GRAIN  LOANS 

A  list  of  11  lending  agencies,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  for  making  grain  loans  in  New  Mexico,  was  announced  by  C.  V, 
Hemphill,  chairman  of  the  State  AAA  Committee.    Albuquerque,  Clovis,  Melrose, 
Portales,  Tucumcari,  Raton  and  Wagon  Mound  were  represented  on  the  list. 

Farmers  interested  in  the  loan  program  can  get  complete  information  from  the 

 County  ACA  office, 

MORTGAGE  TREND  IS  DIFFERENT  THIS  TIME 
Farmers  are  apparently  profiting  from  the  mortgage  lesson  of  World  War  I, 
according  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture .    During  the  four  years  ending  January  1, 

» 

1944,  the  national  farm  mortgage  debt  decreased  $952,000,000  or  about  14  per  cent, 

contrasted  to  an  increase  of  nearly  $2 ,000,000,000 ,  or  about  39  per  cent,  during 

the  four  years  ending  January  1,  1918, 

The  total  farm  mortgage  indebtedness  was  $5,600,000,000  at  the  first  of  this 

year,  as  compared  v/lth  $6,500,000,000     on  January  1,  1918, 

HAVE  A  BOARD  FOOT  OH  THE  FOREST  SERVICE 
i  m  —  .  :  

More  than  6,000  New  Mexico  residents  secured  11,902,000  board  feet  of  timber, 
valued  at  $17,116,  free  of  charge  from  the  state's  national  forests  last  year, 

(More) 


the  regional  office  of  the  Forest  Service  announced  today. 

The  timber  was  given  to  settlers,  miners,  prospectors,  and  other  residents  in 
or  near  the  national  forests  for  domestic  uses,  such  as  firewood,  fence  posts, 
corrals,  and  bridges,    When  given  away,  the  timber  must  be  used  by  the  person  who 
secured  a  permit  for  it.     The  amount  of  timber  granted  under  this  procedure  is 
limited  to  020  per  person  per  year. 

Similarly,  about  9,400  head  of  cattle  and  horses  belonging  to  several  thousand 
owners  grazed  free  on  national  forest  ranges  in  hew  liexico  last  year.     Free  grazing 
for  exempt  stock  is  closely/  restricted  to  residents  of  ranches  or  farms  within  or 
near  a  national  forest.    Exempt  stock  permits  are  also  carefully  restricted, 

FARLIERS  CAP  GET  MORS  PUITILIZER 

American  farmers  can  have  a  record  supply  of  fertilizer  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  provided  that  at  least  4,500,030  tons  are  delivered  bet.veen  now  and  Decem- 
ber 31.     This  would  be  a  million  more  tons  than  were  delivered  during  the  same 
period  last  year, 

CATTL5  APS  Oh  TIE:  I lOVE 

Cattle  slaughtered  at  32  Federally-inspected  centers  for  the  -.reek  ending 
July  22  totaled  208,327,  the  heaviest  slaughter  of  the  year  and  one-fourth  greater 
than  the  comparable  week  last  year.     Slaughter  of  crlves  also  reached  a  new  high 
of  111,555,  more  than  double  the  comparative  week  a  year  earlier.    Meanwhile,  for 
the  third  straight  week,  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  fell  below  figures  for  a 
year  earlier.     Hog  prices  advanced  sharply. 

The  12,200,000  head  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  during  the  first  five 
months  of  this  year  was  short  of  the  number  considered  necessary  to  reach  the 
slaughter  goal  for  1944  by  about  1,150,000  cattle  apd  325,000  calves.     To  bring 
numbers  into  safer  relationship  with  feed  supplies,  the  1944  slaughter  goal  called 
for  the  slaughter  of  from  35  to  36-million  head. 


(More) 


DOODLE  BUGS  DIDN'T  DO  THIS 
Can  you  imagine  a  gully  50  feet  wide  and  1,080  miles  long? 

A  soil  survey  covering  578,000  acres  of  the  Canadian  River  Soil  Conservation 
District  in  Quay  Cdunty,  just  completed  by  Soil  Conservation  Service  technicians, 
reveals  that  if  all  the  gullies  in  this  area  were  rolled  into  one,  many  farms  would 
be  lost  in  the  shuffle. 

Some  of  this  erosion  preceded  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  but  old  timers  say 
that  more  than  half  of  the  gullying  has  taken  place  since  1900.    However,  ranchers 
cooperating  with  the  Canadian  River  Soil  Conservation  District  are  not  sitting  idly 
by  while  erosion  gnaws  into  their  lands. 

Some  ranchers  are  constructing  dikes  to  divert  water  away  from  gullies  and 
spread  it  over  grass  land  to  benefit  growth.    Others  are  using  check  dams  of  wire, 
brush,  rock,  and  dirt,  as  YJell  as.  woody  plantings  of  salt  cedar,  wild  plum,  and 
other  plants, 

light  stocking  and  contour  furrows  also  are  helping  to  check  gullies  by  slowing 
run-off  water  and  causing  it  to  spread,  rather  than  to  permit  concentration  on 
smooth,  closely-grazed  slopes. 

HOW  THOSE  SUPPLIES  OF  GRAIN  DO  SHRINK 

Stocks  of  grain  on  July  1  showed  49  per  cent  less  wheat  than  July  1  of  last 
year,  28  per  cent  less  corn,  20  per  cent  less  oats,  37  per  cent  less  barley,  and 
34  per  cent  less  rye.    Grains  stored  on  and  off  the  farms  of  the  nation  included 
316,368,000  bushels  of  wheat,  606,895,000  bushels  of  corn,  210,123,000  bushels  of 
oats,  76,108,000  bushels  of  barley,  and  31,033,000  bushels  of  rye, 

HO  HUM,  ANOTHER  RECORD 

American  farmers  and  ranchmen,  who  have  a  way  of  making  "miracles"  the  rule, 

are  apparently  heading  toward  their  eighth  straight  year  of  record-breaking  food 

production.    Analysts  of  the  USDA,  who  do  a  mean  job  of  prognosticating,  estimate 

that  the  1944  food  production  will  be  38  per  cent  above  the  1935-39  pre-war  average, 
which  the  1943  record  production  exceeded  by  32  per  cent, 

(More) 
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FEED  SITUATION  LOOKS  UP 
Crop  prospects  and  stocks  on  hand  indicate  that  the  1944-45  supply  of  corn, 
.oats,  barley,  and  grain  sorghums  may  total  about  125,000,000  tons. 

The  USDA  estimates  that  this  would  mean  about  a  nine  per  cent  larger  supply  of 
feed  grains  per  animal  unit  during  the  12  months  beginning  October  1  than  was 
available  during  the  1943-44-  feeding  year. 

FARM  NEWS  BRIEfS 

Used  garden  tractors  and  tractor-mounted  and  semi -mounted  "power  take-off" 
mowers  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  used  farm  equipment  subject  to  ceiling 
prices. 

The  volume  of  farm  real  estate  sales  during  the  12  months  ending  in  March  was 
about  a  fifth  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year  and  the  highest  on  record, 
surpassing  the  previous  peak  reached  in  1919  by  almost  10  per  cent. 

^  if*  -j<-  -/(-  4r  -s{- 

The  issuance  of  special  rations  of  gasoline  for  traveling  to  victory  gardens 
Tdll  be  discontinued  after  August  15. 


